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Plan set #44

1:20 scale, outside-frame boxcar

by Ted Stinson | Wiscasset, Maine

his generic, 1:20 scale, outside-frame boxcar is typical of those built in-house by a variety of narrow-gauge railroads. This one
is loosely based on a Peach Bottom Railway car, but can be made to look like any number of similar cars with the addition of
ladders and other details. The car scales out to a length of 24’ and a width of 7'.

Construction 3

The model can be built from materials available from many hobby shops. As an alternative, you can cut the stripwood on a
table saw. To get that weathered look so typical of this type of car, I recommend sanding and staining each piece of wood and pre-
painting the metal hardware before assembly.

Begin construction with the floor. From 4" plywood, cut a piece 3%/4" x 13%4". Add the stripwood framing per the drawing.
Drill 4" -diameter holes for the truss rods, which are made of '/ic"-diameter rod. Fit and glue the truss rods in place. On the top sur-
face of the board, add the %" x 34" planking.

Cut three roof beams from 34s" stock. Using one of the beams, make up the roof frame. Set this aside for later assembly.

Make two sides, two ends (using the other two roof beams), two doors, and, if you wish, four ladders from stripwood. Assemble
the car body over the floor, with the ends set inside the sides. Add the roof frame, then make up the roof from “s" thick, scribed wood,
with '4"-spaced grooves. Make a roof walk from the stripwood called out in the drawing. Glue this in place on the roof.

Make the brakewheel hardware and fit and glue it in place at one end of the car. Make the door hardware and fit and glue these
in place, along with the doors. Give the car at least one coat of flat, spray varnish to seal and protect it.

Add trucks and couplers of your choice, and your car is finished.

cut from %" stock

This sheet is a supplement to the April 2000 issue of Garden Railways magazine. While supplies last, extra copies of these draw-
ings can be had by sending $1.50 per set ($2.00 foreign) to: Sidestreet Bannerworks, PO Box 460222, Denver CO 80246 USA.

For those not possessed of the energy or equipment, a kit of wood-and-metal parts for the boxcar, less trucks and couplers, is avail-
able for $49.95 pustpaid within the USA. Order from Northeast Narrow Gauge, PO Box 191, Wiscasset ME 04578.

© 2000 by Garden Railways and Northeast Narrow Gauge. These drawings may be photocopied by individual modelers for their
own personal use. Copying for any commercial use or for distribution is prohibited without written consent from the publisher.
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