The SpringSide Light Railway. Co was formed in 1970 when plans were put forward to build a 2 Foot gauge Miniature railway. Work on the line began in August 1970, From “SpringSide Lake” all the way to “Fareburn Abbey” Via request stop “Falham”, a full length of 3 miles. After just over a year  the track work was completed in November 1971 and the loco, “John Phillips” (named after the town mayor at the time) was an 0-4-0 saddle tank, and it ran over the rails for the first time in January 1972, pulling an estimated (over  7 days)  1500 people! 
The railway ran quite happily for taking regular passengers up the line, be it regular commuters or tourist on holiday, A second loco was purchased for track maintenance in 1973, a diesel  0-4-0 named “Barry” was painted in green, and on occasion did the odd passenger service.
The line was running perfectly until June 1980, when there should have been heaving amounts of passengers, there were very little. Due to the high prices of keeping the loco’s and stock running, the railway cried out for volunteer’s to save the railway, but this wasn’t enough, on January the 10th January 1981, the railway ran its last train. 
Being the only one of its kind, “Barry” was sold to the national railway museum in York. Unfortunately “John Phillips” was sold for scrap. 
In 2005, a group of enthusiastic railwaymen joined together to preserve the line once more, it took an estimated £250,000 to complete, but in January 2011, the railway was finished and in may 2011, the first trip of the line since 1981 was complete, The loco once used on the line, “Barry” had be bought back by a local business man and was donated to the line, 4 of the coaches had been restored to their former glory, and 1 steam engine had been purchased from a place called “frizinghall” Named “MALCOLM” It was re-numbered No.1 after the lost engine “John Phillips”. 

